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INSURANCE OR ASSURANCE?  

By Rose Conn 

As last year drew to a close, I was still struggling with many of the 
complications and worries that had been making me feel insecure for some 
time. Then I came across an article about the difference between “insurance” 
and “assurance,” which got me thinking. Was God my insurance or my 
assurance? 

Having God in our lives is a form of insurance. We know that no matter 
what happens, He will be with us and bless us for trusting Him. “I am 
persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor 
powers, nor things present nor things to come, nor height nor depth, nor any 
other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which 
is in Christ Jesus our Lord” Rom. 8:38-39, and, “We know that all things 
work together for good to those who love God” Rom.8:28. 

But in my day-to-day life, particularly when I’m faced with a decision or 
problem, what I want and need even more is assurance for the short term. 
God gives us that, too. He promises us guidance, supply of our needs, and 
grace and strength in difficult times. He also offers the assurance, “I will 
never leave you nor forsake you” Hebrews 13:5—and that is as true in the 
immediate circumstance as it will ever be. 

Life is a series of situations and decisions. When we focus on the 
uncertainties, we become paralyzed. But when we take our problems to God 
and look to Him in our decision making, His assurances propel us in the 
right direction. “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God … and it 
will be given to him” James 1:5. “Your ears shall hear a word behind you, 
saying, ‘This is the way, walk in it,’ whenever you turn to the right hand or 
whenever you turn to the left’” Isaiah 30:21. 

Who knows what this New Year will bring? Probably a mix of surprises, 
successes, setbacks, and some sleepless nights. But through it all, God wants 
to be both our insurance and our assurance—insurance in the long term, and 
assurance in the short. 

 
 


